
 

1 | P a g e  
www.charlestonwesley.org      facebook.com/charlestonwesley 

✞ THE WESLEY CIRCUIT ✞  
NEWS FOR MARCH 2019 

Wesley United Methodist Church ⦁ Charleston, IL 
Connecting everyone to a growing relationship 

 with God through Jesus Christ and His mission on earth. 

___________________________________________________________________ 

LENT BEGINS MARCH 6 

The 40-day (minus Sundays) season of Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, 

March 6.  Rev. Tom will be imposing ashes in the chapel from  

12:00 – 1:00PM. You are invited to come, receive ashes, and stay as 

long as you like for prayer and meditation. He will also lead a short 

worship service in the sanctuary at 6:00PM. This service will also 

include imposition of ashes. Lent is a time when Christians prepare for 

Easter by observing a period of fasting, repentance, moderation and 

spiritual discipline. Historically, ashes have signified purification and 

sorrow for sins. Please mark your calendars for March 6 as we enter this holy time in the church year. 

 

FAMILY LENTEN EVENT  
ON SUNDAY, MARCH 3 

Families are invited to join Miss Jessica on 

Sunday, March 3 for a Family Lenten Dinner! The 

event will take place 

in our Fellowship Hall 

from 4:30 to 6:45PM. 

We will make pretzels 

– a traditional Lenten 

treat – have a Lenten 

prayer activity and eat 

dinner together. Questions? Contact Miss Jessica 

in the church office at 217-345-3917, or email 

julrich@charlestonwesley.org. 

 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
mailto:julrich@charlestonwesley.org
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    “Lent” 
I am grateful for the 

Christian liturgical 

year which allows us 

to remember the 

birth, life, death, and 

resurrection of Jesus Christ, the birth and growth 

of the Christian church, and the “in between” 

times.  It is a reminder that as people of Christian 

faith our stories are part of God’s much larger 

story of love and reconciliation.  As a pastor in my 

first year with you, it’s also a pleasure to learn the 

traditions and experience the seasons of the 

church year together. 

 

Lent, the forty days prior to Easter, comes from 

the Old English word meaning spring season, 

signifying growth.  Lent is, as we often think of it, 

a time for repentance and self-denial, but it is also 

a season of growing in our faith and faithfulness 

and deepening our awareness of Christ’s 

presence and call upon our lives.   

 

This year, Lent will begin with Ash Wednesday, 

March 6, and it will end Saturday, April 20, the 

day before Easter.  Lent does not include 

Sundays.  In fact, they are considered Sundays in 

Lent rather than Sundays of Lent.  They are “little 

Easters.” 

 

Two events will serve as a prelude to Lent.  First, 

a Lenten Family Dinner will be held on Sunday, 

March 3, from 4:30-6:45 in the Fellowship Hall.  

Second, Wesley UMC and the EIU Wesley 

Foundation will partner together to bring you a 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper from 5:00-7:00 

p.m. on Tuesday, March 5.  This should be a fun 

event, in the tradition of one last day of feasting 

prior to the fasting of Lent. 

Two opportunities for worship will take place on 

Ash Wednesday, March 6.  First, a “come and go” 

opportunity will allow you to come and receive 

the imposition of ashes any time between 12:00 

noon and 1:00 p.m. in the Chapel.  Second, a more 

structured service of worship with the imposition 

of ashes will be offered at 6:00 p.m. in the 

Sanctuary. 

 

A new Lenten opportunity this year represents 

another cooperative effort between the EIU 

Wesley Foundation and Wesley Church.  Taizé 

Worship Services will be offered on Tuesdays 

from 5:30-6:00 p.m. in the WUMC Chapel 

beginning March 12 and continuing through April 

9, the week prior to Holy Week.  This service of 

scripture, song, prayer, and silence (no 

preaching!) will provide a quiet, meditative 

atmosphere to help you pray and listen for God’s 

voice. 

 

This issue of the Wesley Circuit provides further 

details on all these opportunities for community-

building and spiritual growth.  I look forward to 

growing closer to God and our neighbors as we 

deepen our awareness of Christ’s presence and 

grace. 

 

Faithfully yours, 

Rev. Tom Corum  

 

   DAYLIGHT 
SAVING TIME  

Don’t forget to set 

your clocks ahead 

one hour before 

going to bed on 

Saturday, March 9!  

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/


 

3 | P a g e  
www.charlestonwesley.org      facebook.com/charlestonwesley 

 
MARCH MISSION PROJECT: 

HEIFER INTERNATIONAL 
The Missions Ministry Team has designated Heifer 

International as our March Mission Project. Since 

1944, Heifer International has worked to bring 

help, healing and hope to millions of impoverished 

families worldwide. With help from its donors, in 

75 years it has assisted more than 32.3 million 

families in more than 30 countries.  In areas where 

hunger and despair once prevailed, Heifer 

programs have reinvigorated communities 

through donations of livestock, and assistance 

with agricultural development and training. 

 

If you would like to help alleviate hunger and 

poverty around the world, please make your check 

out to Wesley UMC with Heifer on the memo line 

or visit our website at www.charlestonwesley.org 

and click on the $ button at the bottom of the 

page.  If you prefer to make a cash donation, there 

are blue mission offering envelopes in the pew 

backs.  Thank you very much for your support. 

The Missions Ministry Team 
 

POTLUCK & FAITH 
IN PLACE EVENT 
RESCHEDULED 
FOR MARCH 31 

The Church and Society 

work area invites the 

Wesley congregation to a presentation by Rev. 

Cindy Shepherd on “People of Faith, Caring for the 

Earth.” Rev. Shepherd is the Central Illinois 

Outreach Director of Faith in Place, which seeks to 

empower people of all faiths to be leaders in 

caring for the Earth. Since 1999, Faith in Place has 

worked with houses of worship in Illinois through 

education, advocacy and action in the areas of 

energy and climate change; sustainable food and 

land use; and water preservation. The program 

will take place on Sunday, March 31, starting at 

5:00 pm with an informal potluck in the Fellowship 

Hall, followed by Rev. Shepherd’s presentation at 

6:00 pm in the Parlor. This is a great opportunity 

not only for some good-ole Methodist potlucking, 

but also to learn about faith-based stewardship of 

the Earth. Watch the attached video for more info 

about Faith in Place. 

SCOUT NEWS 
Eleven scouts and scout leaders, along with two 

moms, completed the AED/CPR course offered by 

the troop. Six of our scouts, advised by troop 

committee member and emergency room 

physician Derek Stout, competed against 35 other 

teams last Saturday at the annual first aid meet in 

Springfield. While results have not yet been 

announced, we can report that none of our team’s 

‘victims’ succumbed to their care.  

 

In the U.S., 52,160 scouts earned the rank of Eagle 

in 2018. The projects they planned and completed 

for the Eagle rank totaled 7,987,074 hours 

donated by them and the volunteers they led. 

  

And did you know that there has been a boy scout 

troop in Charleston for at least 103 years, and that 

scouts helped patrol the streets and aided victims 

before troops arrived following the 1917 tornado 

that destroyed much of the city? 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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INTRODUCING THE  
WESLEY 
“ONE 
MORE” 
MINISTRY 
‘In all things I 

have shown you 

that by working 

hard in this way 

we must help 

the weak and 

remember the 

words of the 

Lord Jesus, how 

he himself said, “It is 

more blessed to give than to receive.”’ (Acts 20:35) 

 

As a vibrant, inclusive, and passionate 

congregation, Wesley United Methodist Church is 

committed to service to the community and the 

world. The Church and Society Work Area’s new 

Wesley “One More” Ministry reflects our 

congregation’s commitment to serving the 

community, by providing opportunities to help 

meet monthly needs of local service organizations 

and agencies. We have selected the following 

organizations to inaugurate this effort: HOPE 

Shelter; the Children’s Advocacy Center; CHS Food 

Pantry; SACIS; the Haven (formerly PADS); and 

Standing Stone. These organizations all have 

ongoing needs, and they appreciate small 

donations based on monthly wish lists.  

To help with this project, here are a few 

instructions:  

• Through a set of blessing bins located at the 

donation unit in the hallway just outside of the 

Fellowship Hall, we hope to make these 

donations easy and convenient.  Just check out 

the monthly wish lists at the donation unit to 

see where you might like to share your 

blessings.  

• When you're shopping during the week, you 

can pick up "one more" item and then place the 

needed items in the particular blessing bin 

marked for the group you have chosen.  

• We are starting with six local 

organizations/agencies, but we will change the 

Wesley “One More” Ministry recipients as 

needed. So, keep an eye out for new 

opportunities to be the hands and feet of 

Christ. 

STEPHEN MINISTER PROFILE 

Sharon Brinkmeyer grew up in Lincoln, IL and 

came to Charleston to attend EIU in 1967. She 

spent her professional life in education, teaching 

at the elementary, middle school and high school 

levels and then moving to administration, first as 

assistant principal at Charleston Middle School 

and then as an assistant superintendent at the 

office of the Regional Superintendent.  Her wide 

range of interests include walking, biking, golf, 

travel, reading, family time with sons and 

grandchildren and activities at Wesley. In her 45 

years at Wesley, Sharon has been active in youth 

ministry and on several committees: Nominating, 

Education, Finance and Staff-Parish. Most recently 

she felt herself called to Stephen Ministry and 

joined the program in 2016.  She says that the 

listening and counseling skills she developed in 

education lend themselves well to the mission of 

Stephen Ministry, and calls the program “a 

supportive Christian endeavor to help us grow 

spiritually as we face difficult times in our lives.”  

She believes that being a Stephen Minister has 

helped her grow in her own faith journey.    

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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    HAPPY MARCH BIRTHDAY! 

Brett Bensley   Gary Brinkmeyer  

Justin Carr    Lauren Chappell  

Paige Chappell  Mason Daugherty  

Allen Davis    Priscilla Ebdon   

Sharon Eberly   Sandy Ernst    

James Farley    Mikey Fleming   

Taylor Fleming  Dennis Grant   

Nancy Grant    Janice Grewell   

Linda Hackett  Beverly Harrison  

Kathy Hummel   Jane Johnson   

Marie King    Michael Lanman   

Janice Louthan   Timothy Loy    

Jeri Matteson-Hughes  Jayne Ozier 

Alexander Pearson   Andrew Pearson  

Rita Pearson    Brynn Symonds  

Hadlie Williams  Max Winkler    

Deb Wolf   Burt Wright 

 

 
HAPPY MARCH ANNIVERSARY! 

James & Shayna Williams 

 

 
We welcome the following members who joined 

Wesley Church on Sunday, February 24! 

Jeff Ashley   Jackie Kauffold 

Kris Hall  Glea & Marilyn McBride 

Chelsea Black  Kathy Black 

Ben Corum   Stephanie Corum 

Irene Strole 

Wesley UMC is once again offering the 

opportunity to purchase flowers to decorate the 

sanctuary and entryway on Easter morning. In 

lieu of flowers, you 

may contribute to 

our Music Fund 

which helps to pay 

for special music on 

Easter, as well as 

other music needs throughout the year. Easter 

flower inserts will be in the worship bulletin 

beginning Sunday, March 17; the order deadline 

is Monday, April 15. Flowers may be designated 

in honor or in memory of a loved one, or they 

can be given as a gift to the church. Donations 

to the Music Fund may be given in any amount 

and will be recognized in the Easter Sunday 

bulletin. Please write separate checks for 

flowers AND for music indicating on the memo 

line that the check is for Easter Flowers or Music 

Fund. Plants may be picked up after the 10:45 

service on Easter morning. An order form will be 

included in the Sunday worship bulletin, or you 

may stop by the office during the week. (Note: 

flower price not available at the time of printing.)  

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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JOIN US FOR 

PANCAKES ON 
MARCH 5! 

WUMC and the EIU 

Wesley Foundation are 

hosting a pancake 

dinner on Tuesday, March 5. The day before Ash 

Wednesday is known as Mardi Gras (Fat Tuesday), 

Shrove Tuesday, or Pancake Day. The tradition of 

eating pancakes on this day dates back centuries 

when people used up the “fat” in their homes 

(butter, milk, eggs) before Lent began. You are 

invited to come between 5:00 & 7:00PM for 

pancakes and fellowship. OPTIONAL: Since we are 

having breakfast for dinner, feel free to be comfy 

and wear your PJ’s!! 

 
Our sympathy is expressed to:  

John & Margaret Messer  

on the death of John’s brother  

George Messer 

on February 10, 2019 

The family of Mary Brownfield,  

wife of former Wesley pastor 

Rev. Richard Brownfield, 

who died in Carlinville, IL  

on February 10, 2019 

The family and friends of 

Wesley member 

Jeanette Baer 

who died February 25, 2019. 

http://www.charlestonwesley.org/
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NITED METHODIST CHURCH 

2206 4TH Street 

Charleston, IL 61920-3903 

Phone: 217-345-3917 

www.charlestonwesley.org 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED               

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WESLEY UNITED  
METHODIST CHURCH 

2206 4TH Street,  

Charleston, IL 

Phone: 217-345-3917 

www.charlestonwesley.org 

 

Follow us on Facebook! 
https://www.facebook.com/charlestonwesley 

 

Our Sunday Schedule: 
Worship - 8:30 & 10:45 AM 

A Time of Fellowship  
takes place at 9:30AM                                                  

Sunday School for all ages - 9:45AM   

Open hearts, open minds, open doors. 

          Non-Profit Organization 
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